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“Reality TV for Disciples”      Text – Mark 14:27-31       Readings – Zechariah 13:2-9

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Whether or not you watch TV, you most probably have heard about the TV phenomena which is reality TV.  Cameras are allowed into people’s houses or places of work or recreation, 24/7, so we can see what they are really like – ‘warts and all,’ as the saying goes.  And many people have an almost insatiable appetite for viewing this kind of TV program.  
Well, ditching its more sordid elements, we could almost say that we have a little bit of reality TV before us in this passage today.  
Having just enjoyed the Last Supper together, Jesus and His disciples have left Jerusalem and are now on the Mount of Olives, which looks back over towards Jerusalem.  Just two days ago, as we read in ch. 13, they were in this same location and He told His disciples that they could know when Jerusalem was going to be destroyed but that they could not know when His Second coming was.  But now they are back on the Mount of Olives again.  And as Jesus has this brief conversation with His disciples, we learn an awful lot about the reality of where there hearts are at.  The camera of Scripture will put these disciples in front of us, ‘warts and all.’

And congregation, the fact is that each one of us here today who loves the Lord Jesus Christ is a disciple.  What is revealed here about the disciples will apply to each of us also.  It is the inner place of your heart and mine that the Lord Jesus is going to peel open and expose for all to see.  And some of this we might not like to hear but we need to hear it, nevertheless.  Rest assured, however, that the pain of these realities will also be salved or soothed by this glorious and gentle Saviour, Jesus. 
So, a Brief Mountainside-Conversation Exposes Some Painful Realities About Disciples of Jesus.  The first is that Disciples are incredibly weak, the second is that disciples are inattentively careless, and the third is that disciples are ignorantly self-confident.  
So the first painful reality that the Lord Jesus exposes is that His disciples are incredibly weak.  And we see this in v27 as first of all Jesus tells them that they shall all ‘fall away’ or abandon Him and then in v30 as He tells Peter that He will deny Jesus, three times, “before the rooster crows twice.”

1. Jesus is about to face the crisis of His life.  And just when His friends could offer invaluable support and encouragement and loyalty, one by one they are going to abandon Him.  Previously, in ch.10, when Jesus asked them about their willingness to ‘drink the cup that He had to drink,’ they were quick to say, “We are able.”  And in v29, Peter swears black and blue that “even though they all fall away, I will not.”  But Jesus knows that His disciples will all abandon Him.  
2. Now, it is quite clear that Jesus speaks here from divine foresight.  He is speaking of something that is going to happen before it happens.  But you don’t need divine foresight to know that there will be times when you are let down or disappointed or even grievously hurt by others, including close friends.  
A. I am not going to ask you to do this but I expect that if I did ask you to raise your hand if you had ever been let down by a friend there would not be a hand left down.  
B. Even our best friends, at times, can fail to deliver, or worse, hurt us, deeply.  A promise unkept.  A secret that has been shared with others.  A tale told.  Gossip.  Slander.  Lies.  
C. In Psalm 55, King David said, “For it is not an enemy who taunts me-- then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me-- then I could hide from him.  But it is you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend.”  Even our best friends, at times, can hurt us, deeply.  
D. And the flip-side to this truth, if we are being honest, is that just as our friends have let us down or hurt us, we must admit that we too, at times, have been an unreliable friend or a hurtful friend.  Yes?  
3. And the reason this is so is because, as human beings, we are incredibly weak.  We are susceptible to all sorts influences – emotional, spiritual, and physical.  
A. In the next section of ch. 14, Jesus is with the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane and He urges them to pray.  But look at v40, “Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy.”  Tiredness, illness, hunger, pain – things like this are part of our weakness and they affect our strength and resolve.  
B. But we are also forgetful at times.  
C. And sometimes, despite our best intentions, we just have too many things going on in our lives and our calendar gets all mixed-up.  
i. I am sure you can recall a time when you promised to do something, certain it would be no problem, but when the time came, you were ill or exhausted, or you had double-booked yourself?  
D. And Fear can at times be disabling.  We are scared of how someone else might react to us or how they might interpret what we say or do.  
E. Peer-pressure can effect us in extraordinary ways – we will do something or not do something just to be like everyone else.  
F. And we can be spiritually lazy at times; we know it is right but we just can’t be bothered. 
G. And Romans 7 speaks of the sin that remains in believers such that there are times when we do not do what we know we ought to do and we do what we know is wrong.  
H. So even as disciples of Jesus, all these things mean we are incredibly weak.
4. It is quite extraordinary then, isn’t it, that despite knowing this of His disciples, despite knowing that they would all abandon Him, still the Lord Jesus has them with Him?  Knowing their weakness, He still chose them to be His friends, as He describes them in John 15, and He still walked and talked with them these three years, and He still has them with Him on the mountain-side.  Isn’t that incredible?!  
A. I mean, if you knew for a fact that a close friend of yours would ditch you in less than 12 hours, would you give them another 10 seconds of your time?  
5. Well believer, you should take great comfort in the thought that the Lord Jesus does not abandon His believing people because they are weak.  He knows they are weak.  
A. We have had a few marriages in our congregation in recent weeks and in each case a husband has taken a wife to himself and a wife has taken a husband to herself, knowing their blemishes and defects and weaknesses, till death do us part.  
B. Well, the Bible is full of descriptions of believers being like unfaithful brides, but despite knowing this of you, once you have been joined to the Lord Jesus by faith, He will never forsake you.  
i. He knew what you were before your conversion – dead in your transgressions and sins – and He chose to love you and make you His.  
ii. And He knows that even now you are weak and frail and ‘prone to wander,’ as the hymn-writer puts it, but still He loves you.  
iii. He is a God, the Bible tells us, who stands “ready to forgive.”  
C. But even as you savour that beautiful truth in relation to yourself, it simply must flow out into your dealings with others.  Don’t be like the unmerciful servant that Jesus spoke of who was forgiven his 10 billion dollar debt only to refuse to forgive a $2 debt owed to him.  
i. You will be let down and disappointed by others who do not meet your expectations or the standards of the Bible or their own promises and commitments, and maybe even repeatedly so.  But if their Lord in heaven is willing to bear with their weaknesses, shouldn’t you be willing to do so as well?  
ii. One commentator described the church as a hospital.  And all of us inside are still more or less ill and in daily need of the skilful attention of the heavenly Physician.  And there will be no complete cures until resurrection day.  So let us be patient with the patients.
Even as disciples of Christ then we are incredibly weak.  But the Lord knows this and loves us still.  Let us then be generous and patient with weakness in others.

But the second painful reality we see here is that disciples are inattentively careless.  And to be inattentive is to not pay attention for one reason or another; to just not notice something.
1. And this comes out in v27-29.  You see, Jesus tells the disciples that they will all fall away in v27 and then in v28 that after He is raised up He will go before them to Galilee, with the obvious inference being that that is where they are to meet Him.  But look at Peter’s words in v30; what has Peter heard?  The falling away bit.  What has Peter ignored?  The being raised and go to Galilee bit.  And those words are extremely important and significant.  They are a pretty plain statement of the fact that Jesus will rise again.  They are good news!  But Peter does not pay any attention to them at all.  
A. And this is not the first time this has happened.  Three times in earlier chapters Jesus spoke very plainly about this:
i. The first was in Mark 8:31-32, “He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.  And He said this plainly.”  But do you remember what happened next?  “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.”  Peter focused only on the dying part and paid no attention at all to the rising after three days part.  
ii. The next time was in Mark 9:31-32, “He was teaching His disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him.  And when He is killed, after three days He will rise.”  But what do we read next?  “But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask Him.”  
iii. The third time was in Mark 10:32-37, “He began to tell them what was to happen to Him, saying, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him over to the Gentiles.  And they will mock Him and spit on Him, and flog Him and kill Him. And after three days He will rise.”  And do you remember the response of the disciples?  James and John asked Jesus, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”  Once again, they paid no attention to Jesus’ teaching about rising from the dead.  
B. So when He was betrayed, they abandoned Him, when He was crucified, they crumbled in despair, and when He rose from the dead, they did not believe it.  Many times now, they had heard Him speak of these things, very plainly, but the truth got no further than their ears; it wasn’t taken into their hearts!
C. But brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, what ought to be our first instinct when we encounter what seems to be utter stupidity in someone in the Bible?  We ask ourselves, how am I guilty of this same stupidity?  
i. How many truths have I read in the Bible and forgot as soon as I closed it?  
ii. How many times have I been present when the Bible was read out loud but I was a million miles away in my heart?  
a. Do you find it hard to pay attention, boys and girls, when Dad or Mum is reading the Bible out loud?  
iii. And how many promises of the Lord in His Word have I heard many times but cannot remember the moment hardship comes into my life or the life of a loved one?  
iv. How many carefully prepared sermons have I heard while in my heart I was busy planning a menu or remembering a conversation from yesterday or playing sports in my mind or wondering if I ordered whatever it is for tomorrow’s work?  
v. We are in hospital or grieving the loss of a loved one and someone reads a passage of the Bible with us and points out this powerful truth in a verse that we know we have read many times before without noticing that it was right there.  
vi. People of God, it is my calling to be in God’s Word as my job.  And there are times when one of you has pointed out a truth of Scripture in a passage that I have preached on without noticing it!  
vii. Oh how inattentively careless we can be when it comes to God’s Word.  
D. Now, some of you might raise the objection that the appropriation or getting hold of the truth of Scripture has as much or more to do with the Holy Spirit than it does our own effort.  And I don’t deny our dependence on the Spirit for a moment.   
i. But how is the blessed man of Psalm 1 described?  “His delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.”  
ii. And when the Psalmist says in Psalm 119, “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you [and] … I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways,” he is not sitting back just hoping that the Holy Spirit will do whatever it takes within him.  He is carefully paying attention to the word of God as it is read and preached at church, reading it alone at home, meditating on it, memorizing it, and participating in Bible study with others.  
iii. The Lord Jesus has spoken so much truth about Himself and creation and ourselves and has made many promises in the Bible.  So pray earnestly that the Spirit of God might take His word through your ears and plant it deeply in your heart and that He would give you a hunger for His Word like the hunger for digging you would have if we knew that a nugget of gold was guaranteed to be found in a certain patch of dirt.  
iv. And do this, especially, so that there is a good foundation of Bible knowledge for those times when hardship comes along, as it inevitably will.
Disciples of Jesus can be inattentively careless toward the Word of truth.  What an undeserved blessing it is to know that the Lord is so loving toward us that He doesn’t give us just ‘one bite of the cherry,’ so to speak, but instead causes us to hear His truth over and over again and in many different places and formats!  What a patient Lord we serve!  Yes?
But thirdly and lastly, we see that disciples are also ignorantly self-confident.

1. And we see this from v29 and 31 where despite hearing Jesus tell Him what He will do in less than 12 hours, Peter proclaims to Jesus that though everyone else fall away, he will not, and that he would die rather than deny Jesus.  And Peter was not alone in this, for we are told that “they all said the same.”  But v50 tells us that after the soldiers came and arrested Jesus, “they all left Him and fled,” and vv66-72 records the threefold denial of Jesus by Peter.  Tiredness, inattentiveness, and fear of death meant that their loud professions of just a few hours ago were clean forgot when the rubber met the road.  
A. But once again, people of God, are you and I all that different from these disciples?  
i. Christianity is very easy in NZ, but how firm would your public commitment to the Lord Jesus be with the knife of an ISIS shoulder held to your throat?  
ii. You might be horrified with the news of a highly respected minister being found out as an adulterer, but how might you fare when things aren’t going very well at home and there is a sympathetic shoulder of a workmate or a friend to cry on…?

iii. As weak human-beings we are very heavily influenced by our feelings and our feelings are often heavily influenced by our immediate circumstances.  And so, we may have little idea just how we will react in a given situation until we are in it.  And how we react today is not necessarily how we might react tomorrow, if the circumstances have changed.
iv. The preacher and commentator, J.C Ryle, urges us to an honest and humble realism in relation to ourselves when he says, “The seeds of every wickedness lie hidden in our hearts.  They only need the convenient season to spring forth into a mischievous vitality.”  
v. And he is right to say this because of these warnings of Scripture: Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”  
2. Now brothers and sisters, this is not to suggest that any and every sin is inevitable and that there is nothing to be done about it.  Look for a moment at v38 where the Lord Jesus says to His disciples, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”  
A. And we shall have more to say about this next time, but the disciples were spiritually unprepared for the temptation that came upon them, and so they were ‘easy prey,’ as it were.  
B. If we know that the flesh is weak, there are things we can do limit our exposure to temptation.  And our spirit is strengthened when we “set our minds on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”
3. The key point here, however, is a warning against ignorant self-confidence.  Earlier I quoted Psalm 119 in relation to our diligent study of and attention to the Bible.  But listen to King David’s prayer to the Lord in v117 of that same Psalm, “Hold me up, that I may be safe.”  David’s confidence was not in anything of himself; David’s confidence was in God.

A. So apply yourself to the ordinary disciplines of godliness.  But do so praying, Lord, “lead me not into temptation but deliver me from evil,” and Thank you Lord that “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” and Lord Jesus, keep me humble and help me to keep my eyes focused on you as the author and perfecter of my faith.”
B. Disciples of Jesus are incredibly weak and we can be inattentively careless and ignorantly self-confident.  When it comes to ourselves we need to confess that we are unable.  But that is why we close with this prayer from the Book of Jude, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy.”  
Jesus surely is the saviour we need!  Amen.  

